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treasures of Leon and the Asturias would have failed
to pay it, the independence of his country was granted
him in lieu—at least so saith Castilian ballad and
tradition, which assuredly have such a grace that, if not
true, they ought to be. He was a real personage, who
actually gained several great successes. Pope John XI.
sent him a cross which was held to be a preservative
from hailstorms. Fierce rivalry, however, continued
to exist between Leon and Castille, and at one time
Ordono III. of Leon actually .compelled Gongales and
all his family to take refuge at Cordova, where the
Moors were always ready to exercise hospitality towards
their gallant foes; but he afterwards returned to Castille,
and his daughter Urraca was married in succession to
two kings of Leon, both named Ordono—the first of
whom divorced her on a quarrel with her father; and
the second, son of Alfonso the Monk, was known as
Orclono the Wicked, and was dethroned. In fact,
nothing could be more stormy and confused than the
state of the little Christian kingdoms and counties.
They were always at war or in a state of internal com-
motion, while, though the Moors were little disposed
to trouble them, northern invasions harassed them from
time to time. One of these was effectually repulsed by
Don Garcia, son to the great Fenian Gongales, and
thus the claim of the family to the allegiance of the
county was much strengthened. But altogether every-
thing good was at a low ebb with the Spaniards in this
century, just as it was with the Christians elsewhere in
France, Germany, and in England. The Moors despised
them for their ignorance, rudeness, and, above all, for
their want of cleanliness. An ascetic reaction from
the excessive Roman luxury of the baths, the great
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